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Our biggest challenge of the season. Not only were we up against 2™ placed Ourimbah, arguably our biggest rival
of the past two seasons, but we were going to have to battle them with a lot of talent - and McAndrew -
unavailable. Injuries and illness had taken their toll on McGarvey, O'Connor, Cruise, and Neale whilst Lawesy was
out on fatherly duties, happy 1" birthday Trae. Boz (waiting on MRI results for his knee) and Chamo (Achilles)
opted to brave the run, made possible by the magically majiek strapping skills of Jules. Bless her!

A home game... at Ourimbah! that was further marred by no referee being allocated, something we'd have to
organise ourselves being the home team. Thankfully, Ourimbah's own Andrew “"Ewok" Collins came to our aide.
The next challenge, trying to get a result with the odds seemingly against us.



The first half was a battle of attrition as we endured a constant barrage of attacking runs. Thankfully, the
capable gloved hands of Rob, the woodwork, and our hard-working backline - including Meady keeping up with their
speedster right midfielder - were doing enough to keep them out. Wayward shots helped but some of those came
painfully close. A counterattack for us would come now and then. Ashton worked hard holding the ball long enough
for runners to progress; Luca and Tim were busy in the middle trying to create options; and Smithy was constantly
on the run testing the hamstrings. He and Ashton threatened with shots of their own. Ashton's hung low but
found the keeper whilst Smithy's sailed over the crossbar. When the welcomed whistle of the referee blew
after forty minutes, I think many of us were shocked we hadn't conceded a goal or four. Could we hold out for
another forty though?

Chamo had made a late appearance in the first half and was on board to start the second. Adding further
stability at the back, he also helped the team push forward and plenty more attacking opportunities came. It was
our turn to endure the frustration of the woodwork. Chamo had a shot that rocked the upright whilst a header
from Tim - serviced by Chamo - bounced off the base of the crossbar. Andy and Brad created chances with
crosses across the goalmouth to Luca and Stew respectively, both unlucky to not finish. Then it looked like the
tide had completely turned. A corner kick from Andy found Boz rushing through and getting a shot away. It
sailed over the line only for Ewok to have already blown the whistle ... in our favour?? Brad had obviously been
too much of a menace for the Ourimbah keeper who snuck in a cheeky upper cut on Brad's chin. The advantage
hadn't been played (Ewok did apologise to Boz) and the keeper copped only a yellow but at least we had a penalty
kick. Sadly, Smithy's attempt was blocked, and the game stayed at a stalemate. At the other end, the backline
still had their work cut out for them. Boz was solid as always in the sweeper role and Wallace worked hard trying
to emulate Boz's slide tackles. Poor Wallace also made a tired run to the opposite sideline hoping for some time
on the bench only for Geoff to be busy in the bushes having a piss that apparently lasted for ten minutes. Back
you go, Wallace! Finally, Rob! He picked up the three points at this ground last season and he did the same today
with some cracking saves including one where he was up against three opponents and timed the block perfectly.
Safe as houses!! So, the draw keeps us in first spot, pushes Ourimbah to third with Gwandalan sneaking up into
second place. The Entrance meanwhile forfeited to give us a five-point buffer from 4™ spot.

FULL-TIME:

PLAYER'S PLAYER
3PTS - MALONE YELLOW CARDS TALLY
2PTS - CHAMINGS » Chamings - 1

1PT - BOHRINGER o Wallace -1










WEEK 10 (ROUND 12)

25/06/2022 | 11:45 u"@" WYOMING 1 O v OURIMBAH Ourimbah Oval 2
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