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After the gruelling game last weekend that left a few players on one leg, there was genuine concern on 
whether we’d be able to field a team in this huge top-of-the-table clash against Gwandalan, also undefeated.  
Worst yet, team strapper Julia was in doubt with the flu meaning even if we got a team out there, how long 
would we last without her magic shamanism?  Thankfully, a good dose of her own remedies – and some petrol 
for the hour long trip from Ettalong – had her making the trek.  As for the boys, well we miraculously had 
fifteen with valid passports including O’Connor - who had been coaxed to return despite still feeling sore 
from his car accident – plus Fitzy and Ashton who were still injured but geared up on the off chance they’d 
be needed.  The winter weather had certainly arrived as Gwandalan greeted us with heavy winds and a soggy 
ground with a few mud pools here and there.   



Having assessed the sun’s position for the high noon kick off, goalkeeper Nige suggested we face into it for 
the first half.   Brad obliged this request by winning the toss and much to Neale’s chagrin, we had to change 
sides.  “It’s thirty-fives” he bemoaned as he made the long fifty meter trek.  As tactical as his plans were, 
Nige forgot one thing … to wear a cap, and that pesky sun sure enough got in the way as a seemingly innocuous 
shot from the Cobras bounced out of Nige’s grasp and over the line! As Julia would often say, there’s 10 
players in front of the goalie and that was sure to wake the team up.  A lack of pre-game cohesiveness 
certainly hadn’t helped.   Soon enough though luck had turned in favour of the Tigers.  Whilst Tim narrowly 
missed connecting with Neale’s corner kick – won due to a great run down the right flank by Brad - the ball 
found its way to a Gwandalan player who kindly miskicked it into his own net.  Thank you very much.  The 
parity did not last long at all with some quick play.  Nige threw the ball in Andy’s direction.  He found Tim in 
the middle whose through ball had McGarvey running on and netting yet another goal this season.  Next, 
McG was on the assist board when O’Connor – who’d only just come on – pounced on the deflection and 
charged from halfway.  There was no stopping him as he weaved past the keeper and made it 3-1.  Tempers 
flarred for the Cobras as the yellow cards came out and one of their spectators – or perhaps their coach – 
got his marching orders.  On the flip side for them, they did manage a second goal late in the half with a 
low shot that a diving Nige narrowly missed.   
 
For a majority of the second half, the score remained 3-2 in our favour.  There were close goal-scoring 
opportunities at both ends.  McGarvey had some good chances and Stew almost could’ve had a tap-in.  
Wallace meanwhile won the dubious honour of being the first player for the team to be booked with a yellow 
card, tsk tsk.  Impressive it has taken this long for the team, especially with Fitzy playing most games this 
season.  As the clock ticked on, it became a question whether we could hold on.  We’d been informed there 
were twenty minutes to go when Timmy Cohen took a tumble in the defensive box clutching his knee and 
leaving a huge divot in the surface.  Neale had been full of praise citing Tim’s efforts today were the best 
since the Under 14s.  A skeptical Chamo however was convinced he’d taken a dive to get out of driving the 
long trip home and drink beer in the passenger seat instead.  Thankfully it wasn’t as bad as it looked and 
Tim was back on the field soon enough.   
 
Someone else who had received plenty of praise from the first half was Scott Cruise especially for an 
outstanding, perfectly timed sliding tackle where he pried the ball completely from an opponent’s feet.  In 
almost the same spot of grass in this half, he made an attacking run, weaved past a couple of defenders and 
sent a superb through ball to O’Connor who grabbed his second for the day.   That clearly consolidated 
Cruise taking out the MVP today and surely 4-2 with minutes to go meant we’d go home with the three 
points.  Neale had hoped to have spent a majority of the second half on the bench to rest his ailing calf but 
Tim’s injury / dive had seen an end to that.   Neale returned to the field obviously too relaxed, failing to 
hold in a fart as he lined up for a free kick.  The nearby crowd weren’t particularly appreciative but 
thankfully the winds had at least settled by then.    In the end, he was more than happy to have partook in 
more game time as those final few minutes saw him claim his first goal of the season courtesy of a great 
cross from McGarvey, narrowing slotting it in between the keeper and the right upright.  5-2!   This mighty 
result sees us jump to the top of the ladder with The Entrance narrowly behind us on goal differential.    
Again, a special thanks to Julia for making the long trip despite feeling unwell and for Paul & Fity being their 
to put their bodies on the line if called upon.   
 

Goals (Assists): Opposition (McAndrew); McGarvey (Cohen); O’Connor (McGarvey); O’Connor (Cruise); 
McAndrew (McGarvey) 

 
 
 

FULL-TIME:     2 
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NEXT WEEKEND:  
 
 

 


